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Report and notes on some findings

28 ApriL Clive Paine
The Culford Estate
A.G.M held in old library of Culford School by kind permission of Headmaster, Derek Robinson.
ClivePaine outlined history of estate.Ingham and Timworth manors granted to Sir Nicholas Bacon,
Lord Keeper, at Dissolution. Culford purchased by son Sir Nicholas, 1586;his son, Sir Nathaniel,
married Jane, widow of Sir William Cornwallis, whose son Sir Frederick inherited estate, which
remained in Cornwallis familyuntil 1824.Charles, 2nd Earl and 1stMarquis Cornwallis, exchanged
Little Saxham for West Stow, 1795 and purchased Wordwell, 1799.Entire estate of five villages
purchased by Richard Benyon de Beauvoir of Englefield House, Berks.,1824.By 1839,estate settled
on nephew Rev.Edward Richard Benyon,who became rector and lord of manor. Succeeded,1883,by
nephew Richard Benyon Berens,who sold to 5th Earl Cadogan, 1889.Timworth subsequently sold to
become part ofPaley (Ampton)estate.Property remained in Cadogan familyuntil, followingdeath of
6th Earl, sold to Methodist Education Committee, 1935.

Culford HalL Members viewed exterior covered with mathematical tiles made (according to Rev.
George Ashby's church notes) on estate, 1789.Grounds laid out by Humphry Repton, 1791.

Culford Church. Restored, 1856,by Rev. E.R. Benyon who re-sited most of earlier Bacon and
Cornwallis monuments. N. aisle added as memorial to Lady Cadogan, 1907,with monument by
Countess Fedora Gleichen.

Culford village. Emparked 1825.Members walked along old village street, once main drive to Hall,
comparing maps, 1802and 1840,showing change from old to 'new' present village.

Wordwell church. Restoredby Rev.E.R.Benyon,1866.Two-cellNorman church with carved tympana:
S.,twoanimals eating fromTree of Life;N., earlier and possibly re-used,perhaps showinga wedding,
Abraham and Isaac, or Annunciation. Illustration of exterior and some furnishings in Gentleman's
Magazine, 1820;photograph of interior before restoration in Jarman Collection, S.R.O.,Bury.

Wordwell village was situated in field E. of church; one of few communities depopulated by Black
Death. Soil marks and undulations show area once coveredby crofts.Lay Subsidies, 1283and 1327,
list 20taxpayers, representing 20 families,givingminimum of 93 persons in community. After Black
Death, 1381Poll Tax lists 19tax payers (10 families), indicating minimum population of c.38;1674
Hearth Tax showsonly four dwellings.In 1757Tom Martin recorded: 'The village is now so reduced
as to have no more buildings in it than the church, manor house and one dwelling house for the
shepherd'.

West Stow church. Restored by Rev.E.R.Benyon.Members noted brass matrix re-used as door step on
S. side, fine piscina, and Norman N. doorway.

20 June. JohnRidgard and Norman Sca,fe
Worlingworth
In church, John Ridgard spoke about Worlingworth's history, describing extensive,varied medieval
records available for its study and their relationship to large-scale,early 17th-centurymap in S.R.O.
Possible to locate accurately virtually all 90 medieval tenements and most landscape features
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mentionedin manorialdocuments.This had madepossible,inter alia, trial excavationof villein's
houseat StanwayGreen,wheredocumentaryinformationhad fullycomplementedarchaeological
evidence.

AlthoughWorlingworthmightappear 'nucleated'villagewithchurch,manor house and later
guildhallgroupedatjunctionofprincipalroadsand roundremainsofChurchGreen,arrangement
of medievalvillagenot straightforward.Possiblethat originalnucleusof 6th-7th-centuryAnglo-
Saxonsettlementwhichgavevillageitsnamewasnearpresentinnandgarage,andthatitwasanearly
abbot of Burywho removedhalf mileE. to newsitethe symbolsof abbatialpowerlistedabove.
Presentgaragesituatedat topofmedieval̀Smitherand SwanInn,describedas'newlybuilt'in 1543,
sitedatcommercialhub ofmedievalvillage.Tenantsand sub-tenantslivednotnearabbot'snucleus
butaroundgreensandalongroads,exceptwhereinterferedwithdemesne.Mostoftheirlandsituated
near theirmessuages;open fieldsappearto havebeenof somewhatsecondaryimportance.Court-
house(le letecote')disusedby14thcentury,buthadbeensituatedin a fieldtoS.ofgreatgreencalled
Walher - not by any meansonly field-namewithpossiblepre-Saxonimplications.

St Mary's church. NormanScarfedescribedfabric,recallinghisvisita quarter-centuryearlier,when
presentrector,CanonWillianDonnan,had recentlyarrivedto findnoticein porchsaying'Danger:
keep out'. Presentgood conditionof noble buildingowesmuch to Canon Donnan's faith and
persistence.

NormanScarfethoughtchurch'sownershipby BuryAbbeymightexplainunusualgrandscale;
churchgiventoBurybyabishopofElmhamin 1030s,partoflong-termtakeover-bidbyEastAnglian
bishopsforStEdmund'spatrimony(scotcheda generationlaterbyAbbotBaldwinand Conqueror
himself).This connectionexplainstraditionthat elegant,20fthigh, 15th-centuryfont cover'came
fromBuryAbbey'.Proportionsofaislelessnave,100ftlong,45fthighandsome30ftwide,demonstrate
virtuosityofframersofdouble-hammerbeamroofacrossthat span.Suchheavyroof-timbersusually
havecounter-thrustand supportof aislesas wellas buttresses.

Porchfamousforelaborateflushworkdecorations.Oneofmosttelling,lettersIHCinflamingsun,
in urgentneedofrepair,a meredetailcomparedwithmajorworksachieved.IHCa medievalGreek
formof JES, first lettersof Jesus.Easilyoverlooked,just beloweye-levelon left at entrance,are
remarkablywell-preservedInstrumentsofPassion:threedice,spear,vinegarsponge,combinedwith
Jesus'monogram.

Inside,pulpitwithsymbolicallycrown-shapedsounding-boardimmediatelytakestheeye.Beside
it, restoredtop lights(workslowlyreturningfromG. Kingand Son,Norwichglaziers)includeSt
Apollonia,withpincersdenotingherpopularattribute,soothingtoothache.Mostdetailsadequately
recordedin Cautleyand Pevsner.D.E.Davyhad seen,as P.Northeasthas,bequestofbell in 1452,
suggestingreadinessthen of75fttower;alsobequestfor'stools',presumablypews,1478,suggesting
newnaveready.

JohnJessop,subscriptiontreasurerin 1804for fiveof sixbells,has headstonejust S.of chancel
withfadingbut resonantlines:

To ringingfromhis youthhe alwaystookdelight
Nowhis bell has rung,and his soulhas tookits flight
Wehope to join the choirof heavenlysinging
That far excelsthe harmonyof ringing.

HowtheymusthaverungacrossSuffolksixyearslaterforGeorgeIII'sjubileecelebrations,recorded
in remarkablydetailedpicturein nave.

Membersafterwardsvisitedparts of village,whereJohn Ridgardpointedout sitesof medieval
windmills,variousparcelsofdemesnefarm,lastsurvivingstripofan'open'field,medievalgreensand
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sites of the five medieval crosses and of last fragments of 'primeval' woodland (only recently
destroyed).Work wasproceeding on relating topographical evidenceto fine detail in Worlingworth's
manor court rolls, towards production of study on social relationships within medieval village.

11July.John Salmon
MedievalChristianimageryin wallpaintingsand stainedglass
BrentEleighchurch.Various paintings on E.wall revealedwhen decayed panelling removed,1960.Of
outstanding interest: well-preservedCrucifixion and attendant figures of Virgin Mary and St John,
c 1300- possiblyonlymedievalwallpainting in England survivingas reredos to an altar.Treatment of
human figures should be compared with those on Thornham Parva retable of about the same
date.

Long Melfordchurch.Standard account of late-15th-century glass in Christopher Woodforde's The
NorwichSchoolof Glass-Paintingin theFifteenthCentury(1950),pp. 74-127.Same author had already
dealtwith twomost unusual subjects- LilyCrucifixand Trinity Rabbits - in our Proceedings(xxt Pt 1,
1931),though there he cites roof boss at South Tawton (Devon) as probably only other example of
Trinity Rabbits in England, a statement subsequentlycorrected in his book (cf.C.J.P.Cave,RoofBosses
in MedievalChurches,1948).Local saints depicted include St Edmund and St Osyth.

Nottingham alabaster depicting Adoration of Magi generally dated c.1350,but surely later and
may well be one of original fittings of church when completed in late 15th century. Three then
commonly accepted apocryphal features shown: one of two midwives believed to have attended
Christ's birth shown at head of bed (no room for second);ox and ass, said to have warmed newborn
Babe with breath, shown peeping out from under bed; one of Magi shown clean-shaven and much
younger than bearded companions, one of whom awkwardly raises crown as presents gift. Joseph
holds instrument presumably connected with carpenter's craft (not illustrated by Cautley, but good
photograph in 1984church guide).

Risen Christ is painted on soffit of tomb of John Clopton, 1497.

Belchamp Walter church, Essex Several wall paintings uncovered and treated in 1963 include
Martyrdom of St Edmund and Pelican in its Piety(latter a common subject in medievalchurches but
in wall painting possibly unique).

Newtonchurch.Traces of wall painting on N. wall of nave first recorded 1967;treated when towerand
nave restored by Redundant Churches Fund, 1974. Annunciation, Salutation and Nativity
depicted.

28 July. Keith Wadeand John Blatchly
Work in progressin Ipswich
President summarised history of TownLibrary (c.900vols publ. 1474-1750)and showed books and
medieval MSS bequeathed by William Smarte in 1599and others collected by Samuel Ward, town
preacher for thirty years from 1605.

Peter Underwood, Vice-Chairman of Ipswich Building Preservation Trust, described restoration of
Gatewayto residence of WilliamPykenham,Archdeacon of Suffolk 1472-97.

Three ofchurches in care ofIpswich HistoricChurches Trust (on board ofwhich President represents
Institute) werevisited.At St Lawrencewhere most featuresare consistent with building period 1431-49
indicated by bequests, batter of chancel S.wall suggestsit is survivalof church recorded in 1086.At St
Stephen,Keith Wade explained that wall revealed by shallow excavation in nave just N. of S. arcade
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mightbeN.wallofan earlierchurch.CouldportionsofS.porchhavebelongedtoearlytower?There
was speculationon significanceof painted board showingPrince of Wales' feathersand dated
1661.

At Blackfriars site,in SchoolStreet,groundplan of prioryhad been foundto accordcloselywith
Kirby'splan, 1748.TowerKirbyshowedoverS. end of walkingplace seemsnot to have had N.
counterpart,but basesofwhatmightbe N. and S.navealtars(formerreferredto in willof Richard
Felaw,1483)stoodrevealed,as did supportsfor platformson whichreturn stallsstoodin friars'
presbytery.Finest survivalother than 'standingwall' was4ft high E. wall of chancel.Mr Wade
describeddiscoveriesoflateSaxoncellaredhouseson FoundationStreetfrontage,and roadsurface
withhousesabuttingwhichshowedhowin9thcenturyForeStreetled straightto towncentre.Later
divertedtoskirttownditchandPriorysite,toreturnalonglineofmodernOrwellPlace.MrWadegave
reasonsforbelievingearlydefencesfoundonE.ofsiteconstructedbefore917byDanesduringtheir
occupationof EastAnglia.

AtSt PetervestigesofStPeterandStPaulPrioryandCardinalCollegeofMarysoughtanddisplayed,
particularlythesplendidTournaimarblefontofc.1150.Another(fragmentfoundin townditch,1894,
nowin Museum)mayhavebelongedto sisterfoundationof HolyTrinityat Christchurch.

8 September. John Bloomfield and Peter Northeast
Hadleigh
Membersmet in guildhalland weregreetedby the HadleighSociety.PeterNortheastspokeabout
buildingsaroundchurchyard,includingchurch,gatewayand guildhall.

Guildhall builtonpieceoflandnextto'ChurchCroft'or 'MarketGround'(onwhichCornExchange
nowstands).Market,whichreceivedcharterin 1252,ancientlyheldonChurchCroft.In 1438William
Clopton,ofWickhambrookfamily,putintofeoffees'hands,foruseoftown,bothMarketGroundand
adjacentpieceofland,onwhichwasbuilt,bythatdate,'longhouse'called'the MarketHouse',with
roomsbeneath used as almshouses.By 1470,another 'long house' alongside,'newlybuilt and
constructed,calledthe Gildhall'.

FourHadleighgildsby 1453:CorpusChristi,HolyTrinity,OurLadyand StJohn.Allsocialand
religious- no tradegilds.GildofStThomasalsoby1504,butHenryVIII'banished'StThomas,1543
andthatgildseemstohavebeenreplacedbyaJesusGild.Afterdissolutionofgilds,1547-48,guildhall
confiscatedbyCrown;re-purchasedbytownc.1571and equippedfortownfeasts.By1599,managed
byoverseerofpoor,warnedtoensureallplaysperformedthereendbeforenightfall.In 1792,guildhall
wasa workhouseand by 1859a schoolroom'for girlsand infantson the Nationalsystem'.

Main'build'ofguildhallas seentodaycouldwellbethatreferredtoabovein 1470as'newlybuilt',
but John Bloomfield(whogavea talkon developmentof timber-framedbuildings,illustratedwith
slidesand models)showedhowits finecrown-postroofhad obviouslybeenbroughtfromanother
buildingand re-used.

Afternoonspenton tourguidedbymembersoftheHadleighSocietyaroundmanyofthetimber-
frameddomesticbuildings.

Clive Paine,
Hon. Excursions Secretary
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LECTURES

February 11 At Bury St Edmunds: The Middle Saxon Settlement at Brandon',
by RD. Can, B.A.

March 3 At Ipswich: 'Sugar Refining in Early 17th-centuryIpswich',
by John Webb, MA., F.R.HIST.S.

October 13 At Bury St Edmunds: 'Environmental Archaeology in Suffolk: Recent Results',
by Peter Murphy, B.Sc.,M.PHIL.

November 10 At Ipswich: 'The Cavalier and Roundhead Gentry of Suffolk',
by Dr R.G. Blackwood.

December 1 At Bury St Edmunds: 'Excavations at Thetford: Palace, Mint, Temple or
Monument?', by Tony Gregory, MA, M.I.FA

MEMBERS ELECTED DURING 1984

During the year 21 members were elected and, after taking into account resignations, the membership now stands at 740, a net
decrease of 6.

Bailey, M.D., 107 Larchcroft Road, Ipswich.
Bloomfield, Sqn Ldr J.N., 49 Angel Street, Hadleigh.
Brown, Miss PJA, Low Farm, Uggeshall, Beccles.
Chambers, Miss L., 36 Richardsons Road, East Bergholt.
Cooper, Mr and Mrs R.M., 3 Linden Road, Aldeburgh.
Crosier, Mr and Mrs H., 28 Bullards Lane, Woodbridge.
Davis, Miss D., 7 The Oaks, Horringer.
Death, A., 18 Woodstone Avenue, Ipswich.
Death, Mr and Mrs S., 42 Seaton Road, Felixstowe.
Dryhurst, Mr and Mrs R., 11 Lings Lane, Chelmondiston.
Graham, Miss L.D., 3 Walsingham Road, Bury St Edmunds.
Griffin, Mrs F., 1 Strickland Place, Southwold.
Hutt, Dr and Mrs C.A., 27 High Street, Debenham.
Lynch, Miss F., 2 Cornwallis Court, Hospital Road, Bury St Edmunds.
Morris, T., 38 Melbourne Road, Ipswich.
Newton, M.D., do Charnwood House, Saxtead Road, Framlingham.
Pantelis, Dr P., 6 Hazelcroft Road, Ipswich.
Parsonson, Mr and Mrs N.K., Kirston, Estuary Crescent, Shotley.
Pryor, Mrs S., Burnham Lodge, Oakstead Close, Ipswich.
Talbot, Mrs P.W., 50 Linden Road, Aldeburgh.
Waller, Dr and Mrs T., 6 Sutton Place, London E9 6EH.
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SUFFOLK INSTITUTE OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORY
BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31st DECEMBER 1984

1983 Accumulated Fund




1983 f Current Assets





410.33 Cash at Bank




565.76

7,564.89 Balance brought forward 1st January 1984 7,235.25




Investments




(329.64) Less deficit 1984 ... 859.91




General




7,235.25




6,375.34
487.70
104.10

Deposit Account .
Trustee Savings Bank ...

44.54
110.62





1,000.00 14% Treasury Stock 98/01 1,000.00




Plus: Purchase of 9% Treasury Stock 94 89.00




3,659.11 National Savings Investment Account 3,925.86




Less.. Repayment of 91/2%Savings Bond




5,250.91




book value ... 85.00




5,081.02




4.00




Life Membership Fund





186.72 Trustee Savings Bank 198.38




Moncrieff Charitable Fund




9% Treasury Stock 94 89.00




Donation from Trust ... 1,500.00




680.00 Suffolk Coastal D.C. Bond 680.00




less Donation to D.V.P. Survey 500.00




85.00 91/2%Savings Bond





1,000.00 951.72




967.38




Liabilities





210.25
(41.94)

Sundry Creditors ...
less Sundry Debtors

138.18
63.24




790.60
Research and Excavation Fund

Trustee Savings Bank ...




840.12

168.31




74.94









£7,403.56 £7,454.28 £7,403.56 £7,454.28

Note: 136 copies Dame Alice de Bryene in stock,
valued at cost . . £540.60

I have audited the books and accounts of the Institute and am satisfied that the accounts give a true and fair view of the financial position of the Institute at 31st December 1984, and of the income and
expenditure for the year ended on that date. (signed) D.E. COLYER, Honorary Auditor

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER 1984

1983 EXPENDITURE

Proceedings





1983

3.285.00 Printing
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75.30
110.18 Postage
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3,093.53
3,410.18
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(99.20) Sales etc.,
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19.91
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308.52
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44.90 Insurance 35.00
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373.61)
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'Dame Alice de Bryene'






Printing and Postage
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Subscriptions

Ordinary Members 3,072.73
Tax Refunds (Covenants) 202.93
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Trustee Savings Bank ... 6.52
National Savings Investment Account 316.75

3,275.66

480.23

Life Membership Investments

Suffolk Coastal D.C. Bond
plus Tax Refund ...

9Y)% Savings Bond
9% Treasury Stock 1994
Trustee Savings Bank

Research and Excavation

Trustee Savings Bank
Repayment
91/2%Savings Bond
Sales
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PLAT I:

Orford Castle: the oven in the north turret, from the west, showing the decorated tile floor of the firing chamber (left) and the arch of roof tile sherds to the oven proper (right).
P. Drury and E. Norton



PLATE II

Orford Castle: the fireplace in the west wall of the first-floor kitchen, showing the tile lining of the opening.
The top tile course in the reveal can be seen extending into a joint in the masonry of the wall.

P. Drury and E. Norton



PLATE HI

Compass-incised tiles from the Cistercian Abbey of Pilis. Hungary (scale unknown).

Photo: L Gerevich
P. Drury. and E. Norton



PLAIT IV

Brome: the reredos in St Mary's church, by James Williams, 1858.

C. Brown



PLATE Va PLATE Vh

Hrome: the Resurrection - detail from James Williams reredos. 1858. Cardinal Wolsey: marble bust by James Williams, 1871.

C. Brown C. Brown



PLATE Vla

Burgh Castle: Roman lead sealing (obverse and reverse).
M. Henig

PLATE Vlb

Undley: Saxon gold bracteate.
S. West



PLATE VII

J. Blatchly



SUFFOLK INSTITUTE OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORY

Membership. — Applicationformsfor membershipare obtainablefrom the Hon. Membership
Secretary,F.E.Bridges,58PineViewRoad,Ipswich,IP14HR.Presentmembersareurgedtosupport
the Instituteby enrollingnewmembers.

Subscriptions. — Theannual subscriptionis£8foran ordinarymember(or£7.50ifpaidbybanker's
order)duein advanceon 1January.Thejoint subscriptionfora husbandandwifeis£9.50(or£9by
banker'sorder).Studentsunder 18areentitledto pay at the studentrateof£4.50(or£4bybanker's
order).Subscriptionsshouldbe sent to the Hon. FinancialSecretary,F.G. Sutherland,Ampners,
LittleGreen,Thrandeston,Diss,Norfolk,IP214BX.

Privileges. — Membersare entitledto a copyof the Proceedings for each year duringwhichthey
subscribe.TheymayattendthesummerexcursionsandwinterlecturesarrangedbytheInstitute,and
willreceivethetwice-yearlyNewsletter.TheymayalsousetheInstitute'slibraryat theSuffolkRecord
Office,SchoolhallStreet,BuryStEdmunds.Memberswishingto takean activepart in excavations,
surveysand generalfieldworkor to assistin theworkof the SuffolkArchaeologicalUnitand local
museums,maysubscribeto the FieldGroup.Enquiriesrespectingthis shouldbe addressedto the
Hon.Field Group Secretary,B.B.Charge,28AForestGlade,Haverhill,CB99NN.

Publications. — Indexesof articlesin pastvolumesof theProceedings are to be foundin VolumesX
(1900),XXIV(1948)andXXX(1966).ThecontentslistofProceedings 1848-1966havebeenreprinted
and are availableat 15ppostfreefromDr J.M.Blatchly,11St Edmund'sRoad,Ipswich,IP13QY.
Back-numbersofProceedings and otherpublicationsare availablefromthe aboveaddress,Vols.I-
XXIIIat £1,XXIV-XXXIIIat £1.50,.XXXIV-XXXVat £2.50per part, plus postage.

Articles andnotesonallaspectsofSuffolkarchaeologyandhistoryshouldbesenttotheHon.Editor,
DavidAllen,105TuddenhamAve.,Ipswich,IP42HG,fromwhomcopiesofNotes for Contributors
maybeobtained.Itemsforinclusionin theNewsletter,publishedin Marchand September,shouldbe
sent to Edward Martin, cio SuffolkArchaeologicalUnit, Shire Hall, Bury St Edmunds,IP33
IRX

The cover illustration of the great gold buckle from the Sutton Hoo ship burial was produced by
Geoffrey Moss and is published by courtesy of the Trustees of the British Museum.
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